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March 2023 

 

T his year’s Annual General Meeting will again be online.  The 

event will be available on ‘Zoom’ from 6:30pm on Wednesday 
8th March and all members are welcome to join the meeting. 

The logon details are as follows: (Members’ copy only). 
 

https://zoom.us/j/7732249226?
pwd=NEdNYTFtOVNnb2FRazJ6LzkvaGRRQT09 
 

Meeting ID: 773 224 9226  Passcode: 957283 
 

The formal Notice and Agenda was published in last month’s News-
letter.  It is repeated here with other Meeting documents attached to 
the members’ copy of this Newsletter. 
 

You’ll note that all the Officers’ positions are up for election and nomi-

nations must be received by the secretary no later than 1st March as 

outlined in last month’s Newsletter.  Likewise, any additional Agenda 
items should be submitted by the same date. 
 

We look forward to seeing as many members as possible to support 
your Association. 
 
Graham Elliott 
Hon, Secretary West Sussex Beekeepers’ Association 
secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk 
 

https://zoom.us/j/7732249226?pwd=NEdNYTFtOVNnb2FRazJ6LzkvaGRRQT09
https://zoom.us/j/7732249226?pwd=NEdNYTFtOVNnb2FRazJ6LzkvaGRRQT09
mailto:secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk
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Proposal for 50th AGM - 8th March 2023 

The following amendments are proposed to the WSBKA ‘Rules’.  Although the current ‘Rules’ were 
written as the Association’s ‘Constitution’ the document does not reflect this.  A recent interaction with a 
financial institution has resulted in them querying the absence of a ‘Constitution’ and thus this proposed 
change.  In addition, BBKA (Rule 9) has now been spelled out in full for the understanding of outsiders.  
 

This proposal has been sponsored by our treasurer, Brian Hose, and will be put to the Annual General 
Meeting on 8th March for agreement.  Members who wish to comment on this proposal may do so in ad-
vance to the secretary or may raise any concerns at the AGM.  Read the current ‘Rules’ here:  
www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk/divisions.html  
 

WSBKA Rules Amendments 
[i] For clarity it is proposed to change the title of the Document  to  CONSTITUTION  AND RULES OF THE 

WEST SUSSEX BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION. 
[ii]       Rule 9 wording changed to ‘WSBKA shall join or be affiliated to the British Beekeepers Association 
(BBKA) and any other organisations the Committee feels beneficial’. 
 
Proposed:           Brian Hose  

WSBKA 47th Bee Market & Auction 

A REMINDER that this year’s Auction will be on Saturday 15th 
April at Brinsbury Campus, Pulborough.  The first 200 lots are already 

registered for sale. 
 

Sue Cooper is again running the Plant Stall and is in urgent need of 

plants to sell, so if you can help with cuttings, shrubs, bedding, vege-
table plants and more… please contact Sue on e-mail:   
woodbugs23@gmail.com  
 

 Volunteers are also required to organise the Lots, assist vendors and buyers, help in the Auction Ring, 

support the admin team and brew the tea!  So if you can spare some time please contact Ben Hewson on 
ben@benhewson.com  with your preferences for working inside or out and times of the day you are 
available. 
 

Worthing Division’s Tombola will be very happy to take those unwanted gifts off your hands!  

Chichester Beekeepers will again have a Book Stall selling a variety of beekeeping and bee related 

books. 
 

And of course, if you have equipment to sell at the Auction, please complete the details by download-

ing the Entry Form  and Guidance Notes from the WSBKA website and post or e-mail to me:  
www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk/auction.html.  Please note, however, that we will close the registra-
tion of lots for sale once our capacity of 300 Lots has been reached. 
 

Remember, all equipment must be clean and in a saleable condition.  Any bees offered for sale must 
have been inspected by the Regional or Seasonal Bee Inspector within 14 days of the Auction. 
 

As always, your help and support are greatly appreciated. 
 

Graham 
secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk  

http://www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk/divisions.html
mailto:woodbugs23@gmail.com
mailto:ben@benhewson.com
http://www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk/auction.html
mailto:secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk
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Swarm Collection 2023 

The BBKA will shortly be collating its Swarm Collectors’ List for the 

coming season.  So if you believe you have the necessary experience, are 
able to take swarms within a 10 mile radius of your postcode and are pre-
pared to remain on the list for the season please speak to your Division’s 
committee members.  Your Division must endorse your application and 
will provide a list of its approved members to the BBKA.  Your details will 
then be entered onto the Association’s website for the swarm collecting 
season. www.bbka.org.uk/find-a-local-swarm-collector 
  
Please note that you may not accept payment for this service other than 
out-of-pocket expenses, or sell on the swarm to a third party.  To do so 
will invalidate your BBKA insurance. 
 
A copy of the BBKA Swarm Collectors’ Protocol is available to download from the BBKA website: 
www.bbka.org.uk/Handlers/Download.ashx?IDMF=6834f0af-3e77-4174-afe5-b3d6c58b099c 
Alternatively contact me or one of your Division’s committee members for a copy. 

Chichester Beekeepers - equipment for sale 

Dadant Hives and other equipment availa-
ble for sale 
 
We are managing the disposal of a substantial amount of 
Dadant equipment on behalf of two of our members who 
are Ukrainian and we will donate a proportion of any pro-
ceeds to BreadTrust, a support charity which is heavily 
involved in Ukraine. 
 

We have five full hives, travel boxes, frames  and 
other ancillary items available for sale as a package or 

individually. 
 
For details please contact me for further information 
through:  newsletter@chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk   
 
 
 

Brian Hose 
Chichester Beekeepers 

https://www.bbka.org.uk/find-a-local-swarm-collector
http://www.bbka.org.uk/Handlers/Download.ashx?IDMF=6834f0af-3e77-4174-afe5-b3d6c58b099c
mailto:newsletter@chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk
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Vice Chair, Harry Boxall, recounts his attendance at last month’s meeting in London. 
 

Roger Patterson and I, as representatives of 
West Sussex BKA, attended the National Bee 
Unit (NBU) annual forum in central London on 
25th January.  Unfortunately, due to possible 
train strikes, the cold weather and some peo-
ples' reluctance to mingle the audience was dis-
appointingly low with most attendees coming 
from the south of the country.   There were 5 
speakers from the NBU, FERA Science and the 
Jersey Government covering a range of topics 
from EFB strains, exotic pests, Asian hornet (AH) 
plus some NBU regional updates.  Despite the 
relatively small audience there was no shortage 
of questions from the floor and interaction with 
the speakers. 
 
We learned that in 2022 the NBU carried out 5,350 inspections across the country looking at 27,542 bee 
colonies from which they discovered 609 cases of EFB and 29 cases of AFB, all 29 colonies being de-
stroyed by burning.  Fortunately there were no cases of AFB in south-east England.  The NBU also keeps 
51 sentinel apiaries and calls on volunteers to provide a further 147, all for periodic inspection.  What is 
less known about the NBU is that they supported 85 events across the country last year, released a large 
amount of educational material and are the providers and operators of BeeBase used by UK beekeepers.  
The number of unregistered beekeepers in the UK remains a concern but it seems that DEFRA and the 
Government have no plans to tackle this problem as yet. 
 
The talk on exotic pests revealed that 10-15% of animals and plants in the UK are non-native.   All are no-
tifiable by law to the Non-Native Species Secretariat (NNSS).  Unsurprisingly the biggest ‘invader’ is Var-
roa which arrived in the UK in 1992.  The NNSS also deals with Vespa Velutina, the yellow-legged hornet 
more commonly known as the Asian hornet (AH).  75% of the UK calls about AH sightings taken in 2022 
had mistaken the European hornet for AH.  Interestingly the AH’s diet is only 30% honey bees but of 
those AHs caught and tested in the UK (24 sightings since 2016) it's only 1%.  That's because the concen-
tration of AHs in France is so much greater than the UK and consequently the competition for food 
sources there is correspondingly much larger.  Small hive beetle (SHB) about which we have heard so 
much is still confined solely to Italy. 
 
Alastair Christie, the AH coordinator in Jersey gave an interesting and very detailed account of all the 
work going on in Jersey dealing with the annual influx of AH on an island of 45sq miles with a population 
of 110,000.  Jersey is only 12 miles off the coast of the Cotentin peninsula, France where there were 
9,947 reported sightings of AH in 2022 on that peninsula alone, a 73% increase on the previous year.  It's 
clear that until the French government tackles the reduction of AH numbers in the country then Jersey 
and consequently the UK will have the problem of continuing to deal with AH too.  It was encouraging to 
hear that there were 2 Pan-European meetings held in 2022 to discuss ways to manage AH. 
 
Judging by the applause at the end of the day, the forum was very much appreciated by the attendees. 
 

Harry Boxall 

Roundup - National Bee Unit’s Regional Forum 



BBKA Job Vacancy 

Friend of the Honey Bee Liaison Officer 
 

One of the main aims of the BBKA Education & Husbandry Committee for 2023 
is to encourage schools to become more honey bee friendly and aware of the 
importance of pollinators.     
 

Friends of the Honey Bee is a BBKA scheme to reach out to schools.   
 

BBKA is seeking a self-employed FOHB Liaison Officer who will work from home 
and be the link between the BBKA office and schools.   The successful person 
will be an excellent communicator responsible for reaching out to schools.  To encourage and maintain 
school participation the Liaison Officer will create and distribute termly newsletters. 
 

This role will be on a self-employed contract at £12 / hour.  Hours will be flexible but will be mainly during 
term time and we anticipate no more than 150 hours per annum.   
 

The successful candidate will be a BBKA member,  have kept bees for a few years and will be a friendly 
and accurate communicator.   Good administration skills and proficiency with IT will be essential. 
 

For more information and an application form please email:  gen.manager@bbka.org.uk 
Closing date for applications: 10th March 2023.  Interviews (zoom) will be held 23rd March 2023. 
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Electron Microscopy at the BBKA Spring Convention 

Two special workshops are being arranged for Friday 
21st April at the Spring Convention in Shropshire.  Tick-
ets are available to book online now.   
 

For these and details of the additional workshops al-
ready open to help meet demand, please see:  

www.bbka.org.uk/planning-your-bbka-spring-convention 
 

If you purchased your tickets in the first three days of them being available (30th Jan - 1st Feb) and have 
not yet received a wristband and programme, please contact bbka@bbka.org.uk. 

BBKA Exam Success in West Sussex 

In November last year 3 members sat the BBKA Modules on-line.   

Congratulations to Alan Aldridge (Chichester) who passed the Module 1 and 

achieved Credit in the Module 3.    

Fynn McBratney (Worthing) passed the Module 3 and Martina Hendry 

(Wisborough Green) achieved Credit in the Module 3. 

mailto:gen.manager@bbka.org.uk
http://www.bbka.org.uk/planning-your-bbka-spring-convention
mailto:bbka@bbka.org.uk


Around the Divisions 

All Members are welcome to attend any Divisional meeting, but please advise the organiser if you plan 
to attend. 

Central Sussex Division 

Full details of the Division’s activities from:  chairman@centralsussexbeekeepers.org.uk or the Division’s 
website: https://centralsussexbeekeepers.org.uk/ 
 

Chichester Division 

Wednesday 15th March   - ‘AGM and Julie Coleman, BBKA Link Trustee’ at 7:30pm.at Box-
grove Village Hall, The Street, Boxgrove,  PO18 OEE.  Further details of the Division ’s ac-
tivities from: Cheryl Barton,   secretary@chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk or the Division’s 
website: www.chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk. 
 

Wisborough Green Division 

Details of the Division’s activities from: Martina Hendry, secretary@wgbka.org.uk  or website: 
www.wgbka.org.uk.  The Division’s Newsletter may be viewed or downloaded here:  
www.wgbka.org.uk/Newsletters.html 
 

Worthing Division 

Thursday 9th March  - ‘Bee Diseases’ with Celia Rudland from Surrey Bees at the 
Glebelands Centre, Greystoke Road, Ferring, BN12 5JL at 7:45pm. 
Further details from: Debra Edwards, dmcd.edwards@gmail.com or  the Division’s web-
site: www.worthing-beekeepers.org 
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We are on facebook so if you would like your  events featured please send details to the Editor. 

‘Share your Division’s activities with readers of the County News’ 

Wednesday 8th March - ‘WSBKA AGM’ on Zoom from 6:30pm.  See the lead article in this News-

letter. 
 

Saturday 15th April - WSBKA Bee Market & Auction.  Brinsbury Campus, Pulborough, RH20 1DL 

See details in this and last month’s Newsletter. 

Further details:  www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk/auction.html 
 

Friday 21st - Sunday 23rd April - ‘BBKA Spring Convention’.  Harper Adams University, Newport, 

Shropshire, TF10 8NB.  Full details:  www.bbka.org.uk/pages/category/about-spring-convention 

...and Dates for your Diary 

mailto:chairman@centralsussexbeekeepers.org.uk
https://centralsussexbeekeepers.org.uk/
mailto:secretary@chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk
http://www.chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk
mailto:secretary@wgbka.org.uk
http://www.wgbka.org.uk
http://www.wgbka.org.uk/Newsletters.html
mailto:dmcd.edwards@gmail.com
http://www.worthing-beekeepers.org
http://www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk/auction.html
http://www.bbka.org.uk/pages/category/about-spring-convention


We’re on the web: 
www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk 

 

Thanks to all this month’s contributors.  If you don’t have access to the internet and want further details 
of anything in this newsletter, please contact the Editor & County Secretary.  Likewise, if you would like 

to contribute to future newsletters please send articles and photographs to: 
 

Graham Elliott, Editor & County Secretary, no later than the 20th of  the preceding month. 
secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk 

M E M B E R S '  C O U N T Y  N E W S L E T T ER  

 
 
Previous newsletters from the last 12 months are available 

on the website. 
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...and finally 

Due to limited resources this year the NHMS has advised us that 
they will be limiting honey samples to around 1200.  With each 
sample costing ~ £110 to process pollen analysis will not be run.  
And with the South East of England regularly providing the high-
est number of samples, sampling in this area may be reduced 
further. 
 

The Scheme is grateful for our participation and hopes for our 
continued support even if samples are not analysed for pollen 
this year. Significant progress has been made in understanding 
what bees feed on and the pesticides they are exposed to.  This 
information is informing new land management policies to im-
prove the environment.  Looking to the future, it is hoped to use 
the Scheme to increase knowledge of bee diseases, how they are transmitted and how they can be better 
controlled.  
 

If you wish to participate sample packs should be requested via their website:  
 https://honey-monitoring.ac.uk/.  And a reminder that the honey sampled should be taken from freshly 
capped comb to ensure a ‘snapshot in time’ for a single hive/location..   

National Honey Monitoring Scheme - an update 

http://www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk
mailto:secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk
http://www.facebook.com/West-Sussex-Beekeepers-Association-631084173737575/
https://honey-monitoring.ac.uk/


Life Vice-Presidents:  Mrs Christine Stevens, Mr Roger Patterson, Mr Ray Noakes 
 
NOTICE is given to all Members of West Sussex Beekeepers’ Association that the 50th Annual General 
Meeting will be held online on Wednesday 8th March 2023, commencing at 6.30pm.  It is hoped that as 
many Members as possible will participate to support the Association. 
  
As our President is unavailable the meeting will be chaired by Mrs Christine Stevens, Life Vice-President. 
 
Those members wishing to join the meeting should note that the ID and passcode for the online 
meeting will be published in the members’ edition of the March County News - or contact the Secre-
tary for details. 
 

AGENDA 
1. Apologies for Absence 
2. Minutes of the 49th AGM, held via ‘Zoom’ on 23rd March 2022 
3. Treasurer’s Report 
4. Chairman’s Report  
5.       Election of Officers.  All officers are prepared to stand for re-election with the exception of Mr 

Melvyn Essen who has reached the end of his two-year term of office as President. 
                                    
  Present Holders: 
  President – Mr Melvyn Essen (retiring) 
  Chairman – Mr Roger Patterson  
     Vice Chairman –  Mr Harry Boxall                                         
  Treasurer – Mr Brian Hose                                                
  Secretary – Mr Graham Elliott                                                 
                                                                                                   
6. To appoint the Accounts Scrutineer for 2023.   
7. Any Other Business (as notified to the Secretary) 

Second copy 
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                                                               President: Mr Melvyn Essen 
                                                  Chairman: Mr Roger Patterson 
                                          Vice Chairman: Mr Harry Boxall 

Hon. Secretary                                                                             Hon. Treasurer 
Mr Graham Elliott                                                                       Mr Brian Hose   
Tel: 07761 349281                                                                       Tel: 01243 533559  
secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk                             treasurer@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk 

WEST SUSSEXWEST SUSSEX 

BEEKEEPERS'BEEKEEPERS' 
ASSOCIATIONASSOCIATION 

mailto:secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk
mailto:treasurer@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk


Minutes AGM 2022 

Minutes of the 49th Annual General Meetings of the West Sussex Beekeepers’ Association held on ‘Zoom’ on 
Wednesday 23rd March 2022 at 6:30 pm. 
 
Present: Mrs C Stevens, Ms Kim Mair, Ms Fiona Hiron, Mrs S Elliott (Chichester), Mr R Patterson, Mr M Essen, Mr B 
Hewson, Mr H Boxall, Ms D Edwards (Worthing), Mr B Hose, Mr R Dyer, Mr T Moore (Chichester), Mr G Allan 
(Wisborough Green) & Mr G Elliott. 
 
The President opened the meeting and welcomed all those participating.   

Apologies for Absence 
Mrs B Green & Mr R Green 
 
Minutes of Meeting 
The Minutes had been circulated to members in advance.  Minutes of the 48th AGM held on 28th January 2021 

were adopted.  To be posted to the president for signature.   
 
Treasurer’s Reports 
Copies are attached to these Minutes and the accounts for 2021 had been circulated in advance.   
The report was adopted and carried nem con.  
 
Chairman’s Reports 
Copies are attached to these Minutes and had been circulated in advance.  The report was adopted and car-

ried nem con. 
 
Election of Officers 
All officers had agreed to stand for re-election and no other nominations had been received by the secretary. 

President – Melvyn Essen, proposed by Christine Stevens, seconded by Harry Boxall and re-elected 
nem con.                            

Chairman – Mr Roger Patterson, proposed by Richard Dyer, seconded by Melvyn Essen and re-elected 
nem con.   

Vice-Chairman – Mr Harry Boxall, proposed by Tom Moore, seconded by Roger Patterson and re-
elected nem con.   

Treasurer – Mr Brian Hose, proposed by Sue Elliott, seconded by Harry Boxall and re-elected nem 
con. 

Secretary – Mr Graham Elliott, proposed by Melvyn Essen, seconded by Richard Dyer and re-elected 
nem con. 

 
Appointment of the Accounts Scrutineer  
The treasurer had spoken to last year’s scrutineer, Kevin Breen, who had agreed to stand for re-election.  Kevin 

was proposed by Brian Hose, seconded by Melvyn Essen and re-elected nem con. 
 
Any Other Business 
Nothing had been advised to the secretary. 
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 6:44pm. 
 
Signed by Life Vice-President 
 
 
Mrs Christine Stevens 
 
Date 
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Treasurer’s Report & Accounts 2022 

 

 West Sussex Beekeepers’ Association AGM 8th March 2023  
 
 
I am pleased to report on a successful year for WSBKA with our partial return to normal business after 

the trials of the Covid pandemic.  The Annual Convention did not take place in February due to the uncer-

tainties of holding a large indoor meeting at that time.  However the Brinsbury Auction did take place 

and 351 lots were offered for sale resulting in a surplus for the event of £686.23.  

 

The income including Capitation, auction surplus and donations totalled £1,296.20 less our ongoing ex-

penses of £402.90 resulting in a healthy surplus of £893.30 for the year and a balance in the bank of 

£11,919.14 at the end of December. 

 

I have circulated the scrutinised and signed accounts for 2022 and I wish to record my thanks to Kevin 

Breen of Chichester Beekeepers for undertaking the Honorary Scrutineer’s role. 

 

 

Brian Hose 
 
Hon. Treasurer 
treasurer@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk 
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Treasurer’s Report & Accounts 2022 
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Treasurer’s Report & Accounts 2022 

 

West Sussex Beekeepers Association 
Income and Expenditure Account - Year ended 31st December 2022 
 
 
Any members wishing for a copy of the Treasurer’s Report and Annual Accounts should 
contact the secretary:  secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Copy for WSBKA website 
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Chairman’s Report 2022 - 2023 

 

 

Chairman, Roger Patterson, will present his Annual Report to the Annual General 
Meeting on Wednesday 8th March 2023. 
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